
RESPONSE PRIORITIES
• Enhance prevention and mitigation of protection risks by fostering a 

protective environment in the Dominican Republic, including through 
providing information, legal orientation and specialized services such as 
psychosocial support, particularly for survivors of GBV and victims of human 
trafficking, as well as other direct assistance. R4V partners will advocate 
for further access to regular status, bolster child protection by facilitating 
nationality documentation, and address trafficking risks. Advocate for 
enhancing accessibility to the asylum system. 

• Facilitate socio-economic integration by identifying labour inclusion 
opportunities for Venezuelans, supporting the implementation of the 
Normalization Plan and by advocating for the reopening of the PNV 
registration. They will also provide vocational and entrepreneurship training 
for refugees, migrants, and host communities to increase access to livelihood 
opportunities and self-reliance, while also working to support credential and 
diploma validation. 

• Advocate for access to secondary and complex health treatments, mental 
health and psychosocial support for Venezuelans in the Dominican Republic. 
Additionally, they will provide support, where possible, for essential medicines, 
durable medical aids and certain treatments to address tertiary healthcare 
needs.

VENEZUELANS
IN-DESTINATION

AFFECTED HOST
COMMUNITY

POPULATION PROJECTION  127.1 K 12.7 K

PEOPLE IN NEED (PIN)  96.6 K  10.9 K 

PIN PERCENTAGE 76.0% 9.7 K

PEOPLE TARGETED  15.6 K  937 

TOTAL REQUIREMENTS

$19.45 M 

RMRP PARTNERS

13

The Dominican Republic (DR) hosts the highest number of Venezuelan refugees 

and migrants in the Caribbean, per data from the General Directorate for Migration 

(DGM). By the end of 2024, this number is expected to reach over 127,000.  Since 

2017, Venezuelans have constituted the second-largest non-national group in the DR, 

after Haitians.1  Most arrivals from Venezuela to the DR occur by plane.  However, 

entries declined after December 2019 when the DR government introduced a visa 

requirement for Venezuelans. Furthermore, expired tourist visas and cards placed 

many in an irregular situation, leading to challenges in accessing basic rights, 

including formal labour market,  health, and education. A 2023 study highlighted that 

Venezuelans in the DR possess a high level of education, contributing positively to the 

host country’s development.2 

In 2021, the government initiated its widely applauded Normalization Plan for 

Venezuelans (PNV),3  with implementation expected to continue into 2024. This 

offered an alternative legal pathway for Venezuelans who entered the country 

regularly between January 2014 and March 2020. The process applies existing 

Dominican law, allowing Venezuelans to apply for a visa without returning to their 

country of origin. Approximately 43,000 Venezuelans registered through the PNV. By 

December 2023, 24,937 Venezuelans had received visas as part of the PNV, including 

21,341 temporary worker visas and 3,596 student visas. Of those, approximately 

9,000 had received non-resident ID cards issued by Migration authorities.

This plan aims to assist a significant portion of eligible Venezuelans in the country, 

facilitating access to rights like formal employment, identification documents, bank 

accounts, and more. However, despite being less expensive than other migration 

procedures, the PNV is not cost-free, potentially hindering vulnerable Venezuelans 

1  National Immigration Survey 2017 (Encuesta Nacional de Inmigrantes - Oficina Nacional de Estadísticas 2017) 
2 UNHCR and IDB. Perfil de los refugiados y los migrantes venezolanos en la República Dominicana. May 2023.
3 General Directorate for Migration (DGM) and Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MIREX). MIP-MIREX Resolution 0019-2021
4 Jus Solis- A rule of law that a child’s citizenship is determined by his or her place of birth.

from applying or completing the process successfully. Furthermore, many remain 

excluded due to additional factors such as lack of information and limited access 

to services. Registration has not been re-opened since the first phase ended in 

2021 limiting many Venezuelans’ access to this opportunity and leaving many an 

irregular situation in the DR. Refugees and migrants in an irregular situation face 

challenges accessing formal employment and essential services like financial 

services and medical treatment. They also face other challenges accessing 

protection, with children, LGBTQI+ individuals, survivors of gender-based violence 

and Victims of Trafficking (VoTs) being particularly vulnerable. Recognition and 

validation of credentials and access to tertiary education also remain challenges 

for them. Therefore, partners continue to advocate for reopening the initial phase of 

Normalization Plan registration and streamlining the renewal process of non-resident 

ID cards, which are valid for one year. 

Public services, including basic education, emergency primary medical care, 

specialized services for survivors of GBV, as well as labour rights, are available to all, 

irrespective of nationality or status. Nonetheless, Venezuelans encounter difficulties 

accessing some of these services due to administrative hurdles or limited capacity 

among service providers.

Access to national documents such as passports remains a challenge for 

Venezuelans in the DR. Moreover, children born to refugee and migrant parents in the 

country are not entitled to Dominican nationality through Jus Solis,4   leaving them 

at risk of statelessness if they are unable to obtain proof of Venezuelan nationality. 

In 2024, R4V partners will respond to needs of Venezuelans identified by partners in 

the Dominican Republic, including Protection, Integration, and Health.
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i Civil Society Organizations. 
ii Others include the Red Cross Movement, 
academia and faith based organizations. The 
list of organizations only includes appealing 
organizations under the RMRP, many of which 
collaborate with implementing partners to carry 
out RMRP activities.

POPULATION IN NEED AND TARGET, FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS AND NUMBER OF PARTNERS BY SECTOR

NUMBER OF ORGANIZATIONS AND FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS BY ORGANIZATION TYPE

Sector People in Need (PiN) PiN percentage* People targeted  Targeted 
 In need

Financial requirements 
(USD)

Partners

Education 7.0 K 5.0% 2.0 K 14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

778.6 K 8

Food Security 50.1 K 36.0% 7.2 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

176.4 K 2

Health 50.3 K 36.0% 12.5 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

2.29 M 8

Humanitarian Transportation 50.1 K 36.0% 1.2 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

20.2 K 2

Integration 106.3 K 76.0% 7.6 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

2.0 M 7

Nutrition 8.7 K 6.0 % 7.8 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

385.0 K 2

Protection** 106.3 K 76.0% 13.7 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

4.89 M 2

Child Protection 14.0 K 10.0% 3.6 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

1.08 M 3

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 25.2 K 18.0% 6.7 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

954.6 K 5

Human Trafficking & Smuggling 20.7 K 15.0% 1.0 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

897.5 K 3

Shelter 43.3 K 31.0% 7.7 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3%

2.59 M 3

WASH 43.3 K 31.0% 2.0 K

14.6%

8.1%

12.4%

1.2%

3.6%

44.8%

6.4%

13.0%

13.3%

2.4%

8.9%

2.3% 765.0 K 2

Multipurpose Cash Assistance - - 6.7 K - 1.32 M 7

Common Services*** - - - - 1.05 K 5

* The PiN calculations for some sectors (namely, Nutrition, Education and all Protection sub-sectors) are based on specific age and gender groups, at times resulting in a lower PiN percentage, considering the total population group.
** This includes Support Spaces.
*** This includes AAP-CwC, Communication, Coordination, Information Management, PSEA, and Reporting.

2024
Total International NGOs National NGOs / CSOsi Othersii UN Agencies

Financial requirements $19.45 M 0.01% 2.5% - 97.5%

Organizations 13 1 6 - 6


