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SITUATION

The water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) needs of
refugees and migrants continued to be imperative during
2022, with various challenges in access to
essential WASH services highlighted in the RMNA. For
populations in-transit, access to potable water
along the major movement routes was identified as
a key issue. For example, 65 per cent of refugees and
migrants crossing the Darien Gap drank water from
unprotected water sources and 60 per cent of
refugees and migrants in-transit in Colombia indicated
that drinking water was a main concern. The RMNA
findings also highlighted that girls and women on the
move faced difficulties accessing menstrual hygiene
products.

Refugees and migrants in-destination were also
subject to inadequate access to WASH services, as
they often settle in urban or peri-urban areas with
more precarious conditions. For example, in Peru
refugees and migrants predominantly live in districts
with the highest rates of COVID-19 deaths, linked to
limited access to WASH services and greater
informality of infrastructure. Financial barriers also
constituted obstacles to accessing WASH services, as
evidenced in Ecuador, where 19 per cent of refugees
and migrants from Venezuela reported that they were
unable to afford to pay for water services.

The RMNA also found that shelters and settlements for
refugees and migrants across the region often do
not offer adequate WASH services. For instance, in
Brazil, 51 per cent of spontaneous settlements showed
deficiencies in sanitation and environmental health,
while in Mexico, more than half of the refugee and
migrant population lived in spontaneous shelters,
without adequate access to potable water.

RESPONSE

The WASH Sector's response was implemented
by 65 partners in 17 countries and benefited
367,374 refugees and migrants from Venezuela and
affected host communities, representing 33.6 per cent
of the target population. Colombia reported the
highest number of activities and  population
reached (235,666 persons, representing 43.2 per cent
of the national target) followed by Peru (88,916 persons
— 23.5 per cent of the national target), Ecuador (53,403
persons — 26.7 per cent of the
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national target), Brazil (33,833 persons — 72.6 per cent of
the national target) and Chile (12,571 persons — 29.3 per
cent of the national target). The response was provided
through direct assistance (92 per cent), capacity-building
(5 per cent) and improvement of infrastructures (2 per
cent), and included the provision of safe water, sanitation,
environmental health, and waste management services
that are inclusive (in terms of gender, age and disability),
hygiene and menstrual hygiene services and products.

Considering the limited funding received for WASH
activities, and the protracted nature of this crisis, partners
advocated with governments to increase collaboration
with local institutions. Partners also provided technical
and financial support to deliver sustainable solutions,
including for the design of the Migration Centre in
Colchane (Chile), the construction of a recycling centre
in Tulcan (Ecuador), water supply systems in Darien
(Panama) and shelter service provision and management
in Pacaraima (Brazil).

The WASH Sector also implemented actions in close
coordination with the Health, Protection, Shelter and
Education Sectors, incorporating the components of
gender, child protection, accountability to affected
populations (AAP) and communicating with communities,
among others.

LESSONS LEARNED

The USD 7.68 million allocated to the WASH Sector
activities in 2022 covered 11.8 per cent of the financial
requirements identified by partners for the year. As a
result, response activities were not sufficient to meet the
urgent WASH-related needs of refugees and migrants
from Venezuela and their host communities across the
region. Funding shortfalls also impeded the provision of
more sustainable solutions with a long-term vision, as
shorter-term WASH needs had to be prioritized.

In order to respond to the new movement trends and
dynamics that emerged during 2022, notably in Chile and
in the Central America and Mexico Sub-region, it will be
necessary to scale up support to improve the affected
countries’ response capacities to manage increased
movements and provide partners and institutions with
the necessary technical support, tools and coordination
platforms in 2023.


https://www.r4v.info/en/document/rmna-2022-refugee-and-migrant-needs-analysis
https://www.unicef.org/ecuador/historias/reciclaje-e-inclusión-para-que-la-infancia-viva-en-un-ambiente-más-sano-y-seguro
https://www.unicef.org/lac/delrin-el-migrante-que-abastece-de-agua-al-darien
https://www.icrc.org/es/document/brasil-el-agua-y-el-saneamiento-benefician-comunidades-en-roraima
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