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ENTRIES AND EXITS CONSOLIDATED FROM JANUARY TO MARCH 2022

1) Mexico: Regular entries of Venezuelans by air and irregular 
exits of Venezuelans by land, as estimated by “encounters” along 
the U.S. / Mexico border.

Source for regular entries: 
 Ministry of Government

Source for irregular exits: 
 U.S. Customs and Border Protection

2) Dominican Republic: Regular entries and exits of Venezuelans 
by air.

Source:   Central Bank of the Dominican Republic

3) Costa Rica: Irregular entries of Venezuelans at Paso Canoas 
border with Panama.

Source:  IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 

February:  IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

March:  IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

4) Panama: Irregular entries of Venezuelans via the Darien land 
border with Colombia, and regular entries and exits of Venezuelans 
via air.

Source for irregular entries: 
 National Migration Service

Source for regular entries and exits: 
 National Migration Service

5) Colombia: Regular and irregular entries and exits of 
Venezuelans by air, land and sea borders.

Source for regular entries and exits:  
 Migration Colombia

Source for irregular entries and exits:  GIFMM estimates using 
data from 24 free WiFi access points cross-referenced with data 
from Migration Colombia.

6) Ecuador: Regular and irregular entries and exits of Venezuelans 
by air and land. 

Source for regular entries and exits:   Ministry of Government.

Source for irregular entries and exits:  GTRM Border Monitoring 
and Population Profiling System

7) Peru: Regular and irregular entries and exits of Venezuelans by air 
and land.

Source for regular entries and exits: Superintendence of Migration of 
Peru.

Source for irregular entries and exits: GTRM. 

8) Brazil: Regular entries and exits of Venezuelans at all points.

Source:  Federal Police of Brazil

9) Uruguay: Regular entries and exits of Venezuelans by air.

Source: National Migration Directorate.

10) Chile: Irregular entries along northern border with Bolivia.

Source: Mayor of Colchane/ R4V.

SOURCES:

http://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Estadisticas/Boletines_Estadisticos/2022/Boletin_2022.pdf
http://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Estadisticas/Boletines_Estadisticos/2022/Boletin_2022.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/nationwide-encounters
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/nationwide-encounters
https://www.bancentral.gov.do/a/d/2537-sector-turismo
https://www.bancentral.gov.do/a/d/2537-sector-turismo
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-flow-monitoring-people-mobility-situations-through-americas-1-december
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-flow-monitoring-people-mobility-situations-through-americas-1-december
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-1
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-1
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-2
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-2
https://www.migracion.gob.pa/images/img2022/PDF/IRREGULARES_POR_DARIEN_ABRIL_2022.pdf
https://www.migracion.gob.pa/images/img2022/PDF/IRREGULARES_POR_DARIEN_ABRIL_2022.pdf
https://www.migracion.gob.pa/inicio/estadisticas
https://www.migracion.gob.pa/inicio/estadisticas
https://tabsoft.co/3sK09MD
https://tabsoft.co/3sK09MD
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGVkOWFjZGUtMGEzMi00OWM3LWFkODEtYmU5NTc3MGJkNWVlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGVkOWFjZGUtMGEzMi00OWM3LWFkODEtYmU5NTc3MGJkNWVlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGVkOWFjZGUtMGEzMi00OWM3LWFkODEtYmU5NTc3MGJkNWVlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGVkOWFjZGUtMGEzMi00OWM3LWFkODEtYmU5NTc3MGJkNWVlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://www.migracion.gob.ec/
https://www.migracion.gob.ec/
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/gtrm-ecuador-analisis-del-sistema-de-monitoreo-de-fronteras-y-caracterizacion-de-flujos
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/gtrm-ecuador-analisis-del-sistema-de-monitoreo-de-fronteras-y-caracterizacion-de-flujos
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/gtrm-ecuador-analisis-del-sistema-de-monitoreo-de-fronteras-y-caracterizacion-de-flujos
https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/informe-migracao-venezuelana-jan2017-mar2022_0.pdf
https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/informe-migracao-venezuelana-jan2017-mar2022_0.pdf
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REGIONAL TRENDS AND KEY FINDINGS

BRAZIL 

In Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, seasonal movements 
of Venezuelan refugees and migrants – characterized 
by increased pendular travel to/from Venezuela in 
December 2021 and January 2022 for the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays, as well as increased 
movements between Ecuador and Colombia, and 
decreased arrivals to Peru in December –stabilized 
in February and March. Beyond the aforementioned 
seasonal pendular movements, there was no trend of 
increased returns to Venezuela observed at border 
crossings either with Colombia or Brazil in the first 
three months of 2022. See data in accompanying 
figures.

Neighbouring countries of Chile felt the effects of 
the country’s new Migration Law in effect since 12 

February, resulting in the “redirection” or immediate 
removal of thousands of Venezuelans attempting 
to cross to Chile from Bolivia and Peru. See below 
and the R4V Special Situation Reports for more 
information on movement trends along the Bolivia / 
Chile / Peru borders and the R4V response.

Finally, a new visa requirement for Venezuelans 
entering Mexico as of 21 January had the effect of 
sharply decreasing regular arrivals of Venezuelans 
by air, and was associated with increased irregular 
overland transit of Venezuelans through Central 
America, including the perilous Darien Gap between 
Colombia and Panama, exposing refugees and 
migrants to greater protection risks. See detailed 
information below. 

According to data from the Federal Police collected 
through Operation Welcome together with R4V 
partners, Venezuelan arrivals to and departures 
from Brazil increased in January by 18% and 3% 
respectively compared to December, then decreased 
by 14% and 16% in February compared to January 
(returning to December levels) and then increased 
again in March by 25% and 44% (exceeding January 
levels) reaching 15,714 entries and 4,162 exits in 
March. R4V partners in Brazil at the border with 
Venezuela remain attentive to evaluate whether 
this increase in March arrivals and departures 
represents a growing trend or a stabilization of 
some sort following the increased movements of 
Venezuelans typically observed around December 
and January. 

It is important to note that this data relates to regular (rather than irregular) movements: in December 
2021, the Brazilian border with Venezuela formally re-opened for land crossings, which – combined with 
regularization pathways and humanitarian entry grounds effective since June 2021 for Venezuelans – 
have had the effect of permitting regular Venezuelan entries and exits and resulting in a limited number of 
irregular movements.  

ENTRIES AND EXITS OF VENEZUELANS DURING 
THE FIRST TRIMESTER OF 2022 IN BRAZIL
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https://www.r4v.info/en/document/r4v-special-situation-report-bolivia-chile-peru-march-update
https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/informe-migracao-venezuelana-jan2017-abr2022.pdf


3

Meanwhile, on 16 March, the Federal Police 
issued Ordinance 28/2022 which extended until 
15 September 2022 the validity of all migratory 
regularization documentation that had expired 

in the past two years, including for Venezuelans, 
provided the document holder maintained residency 
in the country throughout this period.

deployment of military and police to the northern 
borders with Peru and Bolivia since 15 February, 
to prevent irregular entries in the provinces of 
Arica, Parinacota, Tamarugal and El Loa. The new 
government also continued to strictly apply the 
“redirection” procedures under the new Migration 
Law. 

These border enforcement measures appear to 
have resulted in a decrease in irregular arrivals 
to Chile in March (3,213) which were down 19% 
compared to February (3,959) according to data 
from the Investigations Police (PDI). Of 11,379 
total irregular arrivals recorded by the PDI for 
the first quarter of 2022, some 7,763 or 68% 
were Venezuelans. These numbers were largely 
consistent with (and somewhat lower than) irregular 
arrivals reported by the PDI in the same quarter 
of 2021. Other estimates point to even higher 
numbers of irregular arrivals during the reporting 
period, the vast majoring being Venezuelans, with 
the Mayor of Colchane estimating 15,000 arrivals 
in January; 16,800 in February; and 9,300 in March, 
for a total of over 41,000 so far in 2022 (and also 
noting a reduction in arrivals in March due to border 
enforcement measures). 

On 24 January, a 47-year-old Venezuelan, who had 
crossed 5 countries, was found dead in the city 
of Colchane, due to problems related to climatic 
conditions. He was the second refugee or migrant 
death registered in January. A total of six refugee 
and migrant deaths were recorded during the 
reporting period. According to interviews with 
R4V partners, refugees and migrants believe 
that they face better weather conditions to cross 
borders during the southern hemisphere summer 
(December, January and February). But in those 
months the altiplano winter – characterized by 
storms, hail and floods – affects the Chile-Bolivia 
border, resulting in perilous conditions.

CHILE 
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ENTRIES OF VENEZUELANS TO CHILE DURING 
THE FIRST TRIMESTER OF 2022*

3,213

9,300

5,735

R4V Shelter Colchane

Mayor of Colchane Investigations
Police (PDI)

* These values are different estimates, not to be taken cumulatively

On 12 February, Chile began applying its new 
Migration Law allowing for the “redirection” (or 
immediate removal) of refugees and migrants 
who entered the country irregularly. The majority 
of those affected were Venezuelans crossing 
irregularly to Chile from Bolivia and Peru (as 
reported in the R4V February and March Special 
Situation Reports). According to the Head of 
National Defense of Tamarugal Province, a total 
of 7,095 “redirection” or rejection procedures were 
initiated by end-March. Nevertheless, because 
Bolivia did not have a procedure to accept re-
entries of non-Bolivian nationals, more than 90% of 
these “redirections” reportedly resulted in affected 
refugees and migrants being referred to the 
National Migration Service (SNM) for administrative 
procedures while remaining within Chile. 

After the new President of Chile was sworn in on 
11 March, the incoming administration extended 
a State of Exception originally declared by the 
outgoing administration, which had led to the 

https://www.in.gov.br/web/dou/-/portaria-n-28/2022-direx/pf-de-11-de-marco-de-2022-386096092
https://www.in.gov.br/web/dou/-/portaria-n-28/2022-direx/pf-de-11-de-marco-de-2022-386096092
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/chile-migraci%C3%B3n_migrante-venezolano-que-cruz%C3%B3-por-5-pa%C3%ADses-muere-en-frontera-norte-de-chile/47291500
https://www.elboyaldia.cl/noticia/sociedad/migrante-encuentra-cuerpo-sin-vida-en-cercanias-de-pisiga-carpa-en-colchane
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/region-de-antofagasta/2022/02/10/detienen-a-conductor-que-atropello-y-mato-a-joven-que-caminaba-por-ruta-1-cerca-de-tocopilla.shtml
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/region-de-tarapaca/2022/02/15/encuentran-muerto-a-migrante-en-cercanias-del-complejo-fronterizo-de-colchane.shtml
https://www.t13.cl/noticia/nacional/mujer-venezolana-muere-cuando-cruzaba-paso-no-habilitado-colchane-27-03-2022
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/region-de-tarapaca/2022/03/27/bebe-de-seis-meses-muere-tras-cruzar-con-su-familia-a-chile-por-pisiga-choque.shtml
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/special-situation-report-bolivia-chile-peru
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/r4v-special-situation-report-bolivia-chile-peru-march-update
https://elpais.com/internacional/2022-03-14/gabriel-boric-propone-un-plan-global-para-resolver-la-crisis-migratoria-venezolana.html
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Total entries of refugees and migrants from 
Venezuela via land, river and sea borders (both 
regular and irregular) to Colombia decreased 
successively every month from December (82,373) 
to March (45,129), with the same trend observed 
in entries of Venezuelans by air (decreasing from 
23,721 in December every month to 14,687 in 
March). Data on regular entries was provided by 
Migracion Colombia, while irregular entry figures 
were estimated by the GIFMM (R4V National 

[1]	 Data collection is limited to those refugees and migrants who voluntarily connect to one or more of 24 free WiFi access points 
throughout the country and the information they provide in a short survey. Therefore, these estimations of irregular movements 
reflect a portion, and are not representative of all irregular movements in Colombia. 

Platform in Colombia) using data from 24 free WiFi 
access points cross-referenced with Migracion 
Colombia data1. 

In terms of returns to Venezuela, exits along land, 
river and sea borders (both regular and irregular) 
from Colombia to Venezuela fluctuated between 
a high of 17,564 in January and a low of 13,518 
February, with 14,870 exits in March. Pendular 
movements along the Venezuela/Colombia border 
dropped significantly from December (17,344) 

COLOMBIA
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ENTRIES OF VENEZUELANS TO COLOMBIA,
FIRST TRIMESTER OF 2022
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EXITS OF VENEZUELANS FROM COLOMBIA,
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Entries Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22

Regular from 
Venezuela 34,668 30,214 16,789 17,303

Regular from 
Ecuador 564 968 646 740

Regular from 
Colombian 
Caribbean 
Coast

30 19 29 9

Regular by air 23,721 17,759 17,758 14,687

TOTAL 58,983 48,960 35,222 32,739

Irregular 
from 
Venezuela

23,984 20,665 16,422 13,130

Irregular 
from Ecuador 1,121 1,414 1,085 1,065

TOTAL 25,105 22,079 17,507 14,195

Exits Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22

Regular to 
Venezuela 11,622 14,051 11,092 12,025

Regular to 
Ecuador 108 334 316 354

Regular from 
Colombian 
Caribbean 
Coast

15 28 25 34

Regular by air 39,177 37,694 19,179 19,917

TOTAL 50,922 52,107 30,612 32,330

Irregular to 
Venezuela 4,015 3,513 2,426 2,845

Irregular to 
Ecuador 316 847 701 363

TOTAL 4,331 4,360 3,127 3,208

https://tabsoft.co/3sK09MD
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGVkOWFjZGUtMGEzMi00OWM3LWFkODEtYmU5NTc3MGJkNWVlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGVkOWFjZGUtMGEzMi00OWM3LWFkODEtYmU5NTc3MGJkNWVlIiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9
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to March (8,449) with the peak in December 
reflective of seasonal movement trends observed 
in past years over the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays. Entries of Venezuelans traveling north 
from Ecuador, meanwhile, remained relatively low 
throughout the reporting period, with combined 
regular and irregular entries observed through 
monitoring in Colombia not surpassing 1,850 in any 
month other than January (when there was a spike 
of 2,382 entries).

As a result, no trend of significant return 
movements of Venezuelans from Colombia, 
Ecuador, or from other countries further south 
was observed. Nevertheless, some R4V partners’ 
interviews of Venezuelans at the border with 
Ecuador in Nariño showed an increased intention 
of refugees and migrants to return to Venezuela in 
the future (from 16% of those interviewed in January 
to 22% of those interviewed in March). Entries to 
Colombia still appear to be higher than exits to 
Venezuela (e.g. those related to returns) which 
implies no change in the dynamics of movements 
so far. 

As concerns departures of Venezuelans from 
Colombia by air (without being able to specify 
destinations), these dropped dramatically between 
January (37,694) and February (19,179) which 
also coincided with the introduction of a visa 
requirement for Venezuelans arriving to Mexico (as 
of 21 January) while the number of air departures 
remained stable from February into March (at 
19,917) when additional visa requirements went into 
effect in Costa Rica (since 21 February), Honduras 
(since 21 February) and Belize (since 28 February). 
See accompanying figures for details.
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* Estimates based on data from 24 Wi-Fi points, and are not included in 
exits and entries data

ECUADOR

Irregular exits from Ecuador towards Colombia 
were significantly higher in December 2021 than 
in prior or subsequent months of 2022 (reaching 
23,888 in December, but only 2,515 in January, 
963 in February, and 6,977 in March), according to 
estimates by the Border Monitoring and Population 
Profiling System of the GTRM (the R4V National 
Platform in Ecuador). Irregular entries to Ecuador 
from Colombia, meanwhile, decreased by 42% 
from December 2021 (29,625) to January 2022 
(17,320) before rebounding by 48% in February 
(to 25,618) and increasing again by 22% in March 
(to 31,162). According to R4V partners’ analysis, 
these entry and exit numbers in the first quarter 
of 2022 are consistent with trends observed over 
the past three years, when the months linked to the 
Christmas and New Year’s festivities registered 
decreases in entries to Ecuador, and increases 
in exits to Colombia, while the number of arrivals 
and departures tends to stabilize again in March. 
The increase of entries to Ecuador from Colombia in 
February and March is thus viewed as a stabilization 

ENTRIES AND EXITS OF VENEZUELANS 
TO/FROM ECUADOR, FIRST TRIMESTER 
OF 2022
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https://www.r4v.info/es/document/gtrm-ecuador-analisis-del-sistema-de-monitoreo-de-fronteras-y-caracterizacion-de-flujos
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/gtrm-ecuador-analisis-del-sistema-de-monitoreo-de-fronteras-y-caracterizacion-de-flujos
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in the seasonal trend of arrivals. Meanwhile, 
refugees and migrants leaving Ecuador interviewed 
by R4V partners reported the intention to return to 
Venezuela and/or Colombia, and in some cases, the 
desire to continue to the United States.

Meanwhile, arrivals to Ecuador from Peru increased 
every month from December 2021 (7,176 arrivals) 
to March 2022 (12,764 arrivals). Exits to Peru from 
Ecuador, meanwhile, remained relatively constant 
from December (at 24,670) to February (24,903) 
with a slight increase in March (28,541), with the 
exception of a drop in January (to 17,988). Along 
the Peru-Ecuador border, therefore, the number 
of monthly exits from Ecuador was on average 2-3 
times greater than the number of monthly entries 
from Peru during the first quarter of 2022. 

Although by February Ecuador had re-opened its 
two main land borders (Rumichaca in the north, and 

Huaquillas in the south), the country maintained a 
special visa requirement for Venezuelans, with few 
able to meet the requirements (including COVID-19 
vaccination), resulting in refugees and migrants 
largely resorting to irregular crossings. The number 
of regular entries remained below 1,500 for all but 
one month (January) while regular exits were below 
2,500 for all but one month (December). 

The Government of Ecuador announced in March 
that it would soon formalize its new regularization 
process for Venezuelans, originally announced last 
year. 

PERU

On 12 February, Peru repealed the decree that had 
temporarily closed land borders since March 2020 
and reopened its borders with Ecuador, Chile and 
Bolivia. Despite this, very few regular entries or exits 
were subsequently recorded. This was likely due to 
unclear information on the validity of pre-pandemic 
entry requirements specifically for Venezuelans, 
and lack of documentation. Meanwhile, the Chilean 
side of the southern border remained closed, which 
limited the resumption of regular movements. 
The 12 February application of the new Chilean 
Migration Law resulted in a significant number of 
refugees and migrants throughout the southern 
region with interrupted travel patterns. While some 
sought to return north, others indicated they would 
re-attempt to cross to Chile via Bolivia.

Overall, Peru saw a large jump in arrivals and 
departures in January (after extremely low 
numbers in December) and then a stabilization 
through March. There were just 6,300 irregular 
exits in December, compared to 26,600 in January, 
33,600 in February and 33,800 in March, according 
to estimates by the GTRM (R4V National Platform 
in Peru). Most exits occurred through the northern 
border with Ecuador: out of 94,000 Venezuelans 
estimated to have left Peru irregularly during the 
first quarter of 2022, 51% crossed into Ecuador, 
28% into Chile, and 21% into Bolivia. The number 
of Venezuelan irregular entries also bounced back 

in the first quarter of 2022, following December 
arrivals that were the lowest recorded of the 
previous six months. The GTRM estimated a total of 
143,400 irregular entries to Peru in the first quarter 
of 2022, primarily through the northern border 
with Ecuador. Both entry and exit trends fit with 
seasonal Christmas and New Year’s holiday travel 
trends observed in prior years. Another factor 
that may explain increased entries to Peru through 

ENTRIES AND EXITS OF VENEZUELANS 
TO/FROM PERU, FIRST TRIMESTER
OF 2022
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https://kchcomunicacion.com/cancilleria-lanzara-programa-de-regularizacion-para-venezolanos-en-los-proximos-dias-informa-juan-carlos-holguin/
https://bit.ly/3u9oniH
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In the Dominican Republic average monthly arrivals 
of Venezuelans by air – which continued to be the 
primary route used – for the first quarter of 2022 
(9,672) were higher than for the same period in 2021 
(4,915) but consistent with overall 2021 monthly 
averages (10,494). The Dominican Republic saw a 
decrease in arrivals and departures of Venezuelans 
in both January and February, after a peak in 
December (likely also related to seasonal travel) 
with a stabilization in March. A total of 29,016 
Venezuelans entered and 29,273 departed the 
country in the first quarter of 2022, for an almost-
even migratory balance (neither an increase nor a 
decrease in the total population of Venezuelans in 
the country).  

Registrations of new Venezuelan asylum-seekers in 
Trinidad and Tobago by an R4V partner were lower 
in the first three months of 2022 than the same 
period in 2021: there were 232 new Venezuelan 
asylum-seekers registered in January, 331 in 
February and 259 in March. The slight peak in 
February is likely due to seasonal trends and related 
registration capacity (with more limited capacity in 
December and January resulting in larger numbers 
of registrations in February).  

Meanwhile, in Aruba, Curaçao and Trinidad and 
Tobago, there were multiple instances of irregular 
boat arrivals of refugees and migrants from 
Venezuela, including of children and infants, and 
operations carried out by the respective national 
authorities to detain and deport Venezuelans in 
an irregular situation over the past three months, 
according to media reports. In Aruba, there were 
at least five irregular boat arrivals of Venezuelans 

(carrying a total of 40 passengers) intercepted by 
the Coast Guard during the first quarter of 2022; in 
Curaçao, at least one boat (carrying 13 passengers) 
was intercepted by the Coast Guard in February; 
and in Trinidad, at least one boat (carrying 20 
passengers from Venezuela) was intercepted 
in February, in a situation where Coast Guard 
officials fired shots at the boat and a Venezuelan 
infant on board was killed. R4V partners released a 
statement in response, urging states to establish 
mechanisms to protect the rights of refugees and 
migrants. Meanwhile, in March the authorities in 
Aruba and Curaçao conducted frequent site visits 
in restaurants, bars, supermarkets, construction 

ENTRIES AND EXITS OF VENEZUELANS DURING 
THE FIRST TRIMESTER OF 2022 IN DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

Ex
its

En
tr

ie
s

Dec 2021

15,973
13,258

7,515 8,500

Jan 2022 Feb 2022 Mar 2022

17,688

12,837

7,882 8,297

0

5 K

5 K

10 K

10 K

15 K

15 K

20 K

20 K

Source: https://www.bancentral.gov.do/a/d/2537-sector-turismo

Regular (by air) Irregular

CARIBBEAN SUB-REGION

March – in addition to seasonal trends – is the 
subsequent 5 April expiration of the term to process 
the Temporary Permanence Permit Card (CPP). At 
the end of March, the Superintendence of Migration 
(SNM) was still evaluating a possible new extension 
of the term. By 11 March, the SNM reported that 
over 118,000 CPPs had been delivered, as well as 
23,400 humanitarian residences.

Meanwhile, R4V partners’ border monitoring 
activities – and the reliability of population 
estimates based on these – increased substantially 
in February, with the addition of monitoring of the 

southern border with Bolivia (in addition to Ecuador 
and Chile) and counts conducted 4-5 times a month. 
According to an R4V partners’ 14 March monitoring 
report, although Peru (mainly Lima) remained 
the primary destination of 56% of Venezuelans 
entering the country through the northern 
border, 43% reported Chile to be their intended 
destination. 

https://www.bancentral.gov.do/a/d/2537-sector-turismo
https://www.bancentral.gov.do/a/d/2537-sector-turismo
https://24ora.com/misterio-y-silencio-ainda-rond-di-barco-cu-droga-sospecho-cu-localnan-tabata-pick-up-droga-riba-lama/
https://www.curacaochronicle.com/post/local/coastguard-finds-boat-with-nine-illegal-immigrants/
https://diario.aw/categories/noticia/policial/accion-na-baby-beach-pa-captura-9-ilegal-cu-a-yega-tera
https://24ora.com/a-topa-tres-persona-mas-cu-a-subi-tera-marduga/
https://www.curacaochronicle.com/post/local/boat-with-13-undocumented-migrants-on-board/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/06/trinidad-coast-guard-migrant-baby-killed/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/06/trinidad-coast-guard-migrant-baby-killed/
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/press-releases/unhcr-iom-ohchr-and-unicef-deeply-saddened-venezuelan-babys-death-during-interception-at-sea#:~:text=We%20reiterate%20our%20commitment%20to,those%20affected%20by%20human%20mobility.
https://24ora.com/detencion-di-ilegal-trahando-y-multa-pa-dono-di-negoshi-guarda-nos-costa-ta-mas-activo-cu-nunca/
https://www.curacaochronicle.com/post/local/inspection-at-sandals-five-undocumented-construction-workers-taken/
https://24ora.com/control-di-gnc-ta-sigui-a-haya-8-ilegal-trahando-na-la-braise/
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/per%C3%BA-%E2%80%94-flujo-de-migraci%C3%B3n-venezolana-ronda-14-marzo-2022
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/per%C3%BA-%E2%80%94-flujo-de-migraci%C3%B3n-venezolana-ronda-14-marzo-2022
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sites and other spaces to identify Venezuelans in 
an irregular situation for subsequent detention and 
deportation. During the reporting period, at least 289 
Venezuelans returned to Venezuela from Curaçao 
through transit countries due to the suspension 
of direct return flights. Meanwhile, at least 73 
Venezuelans were deported from Trinidad and 
Tobago during the first quarter of 2022, according to 
public statements made by the Ministry of National 
Security (although non-official sources and reports 
received from R4V partners suggest that the actual 
number of Venezuelans deported during this period 
may be much higher).

Finally, in Guyana in March, the arrival of at least 
125 indigenous Warrau refugees and migrants from 
Venezuela via canoe to the Pomeroon-Supenaam 
area of Region Two prompted the authorities to 
relocate them to Region One, in a joint operation 
carried out by the Guyana Police Force and the 
Guyana Defense Force Coast Guard. Government 
agencies, in cooperation with R4V partners, also 
provided health care, shelter and food assistance. 
The situation led the President of Guyana to issue 
public remarks emphasizing that the country’s 
response to arrivals of refugees and migrants from 
Venezuela has been, “a humanitarian reception in 
coordination with international partners.”

CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO 
SUB-REGION

In Central America and Mexico, movement trends 
of refugees and migrants from Venezuela were 
strongly correlated with the implementation of new 
visa policies by countries in the sub-region: most 
notably in Mexico, the number of entries and exits of 
Venezuelans dropped sharply after the introduction 
of a new visa requirement for Venezuelans on 
21 January 2022. Arrivals of Venezuelans by air 
to Mexico dropped from 27,835 in January to 
3,578 in February and 4,438 in March. This also 
correlated with a steep decline in the number of 
departures of Venezuelans from Mexico to the 
United States, where the number of “encounters2” 
by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) with 
Venezuelans attempting to enter the United States 
irregularly from Mexico dropped from 22,779 in 
January to 3,073 in February and 4,052 in March. 
This suggested that a significant number of 
Venezuelans had been arriving by air to Mexico 
prior to January and then subsequently crossed by 
land to the United States, with the visa requirement 
having the effect of limiting access to regular 
routes of transit, and resulting in increased 
irregular (and more dangerous) routes of transit 
by land to reach Mexico and continue on to the 
United States. Costa Rica,  Honduras and Belize 
also imposed new visa requirements for arriving 
Venezuelans during the reporting period, effective 
end-February.

[2]	 The number of “encounters” does not equal the number of individuals who attempted to cross the border, as a given individual may 
attempt to cross multiple times (and will be counted as multiple “encounters”) in a given month. The recidivism rate for January 
through March 2022 was on average 28%, according to data from CBP. 

Correspondingly, the number of Venezuelans 
traveling by land through Central America and 
Mexico increased markedly in the same time 
period, including, as reflected in the number 
of Venezuelans traversing the perilous Darien 
Gap from Colombia to Panama and continuing 
overland through Costa Rica (as reported in the 
R4V CAM Special Situation Report). The number of 

Entries (by air)* 

“Encounters" with CBP at the U.S./
Mexico land border 
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https://www.r4v.info/en/document/r4v-situation-report-caribbean-january-2022
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/r4v-situation-report-caribbean-january-2022
https://bigsmithnewswatch.com/news/over-100-venezuelans-escorted-out-of-region-two-following-reports-of-vandalism/?fbclid=IwAR0kBawD7oWWBNg5oZIvySvFj9Kr4kDeSQkuaR-MX8fuF-cd5odDxHlzaoA
https://newsroom.gy/2022/03/10/were-not-running-refugee-camps-pres-ali-says-govt-offering-humanitarian-aid-to-migrants/
http://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Estadisticas/Boletines_Estadisticos/2022/Boletin_2022.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/nationwide-encounters
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/costa-rica-imposes-visa-requirements-venezuelans-migration-surges-2022-02-17/
https://www.ntn24.com/america-latina/venezuela/honduras-se-suma-a-la-lista-de-paises-que-exigen-visa-a-los-venezolano
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/nationwide-encounters
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/central-america-and-mexico-r4v-special-situation-report
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Venezuelans in transit through the Darien in Panama 
more than doubled from December (542) to January 
(1,134) and increased by 16% in February (1,344) 
and 21% in March (1,704) according to data from the 
National Migration Service (SNM).

Starting in January and continuing through March, 
Venezuelans represented the top nationality of all 
refugees and migrants in transit by land irregularly 
through both Panama and Costa Rica. Venezuelans 
made up 35% of all crossings through the Darien in 
Panama in March (out of 4,969 total according to 
the SNM) and 50% of all crossings through Paso 
Canoas in Costa Rica in March (according to an 
R4V partner’s monitoring report). The number of 
Venezuelans in transit by land through Costa Rica 
increased by 87% from December (857) to January 
(1,601) and then 20% to February (1,921) and 26% to 
March (2,418). R4V partners in Colombia, Panama 
and Costa Rica reported that Venezuelans (as 
compared to other nationalities) lacked adequate 
information about the dangers of these irregular 
crossings or the material resources necessary 
to reduce their risks (for example, to use shorter 
and safer routes). Interviews by an R4V partner in 
Panama found that the majority of Venezuelans 
using these routes were young male adults traveling 
alone or with a partner (although there were also 
family groups, many reported deciding to leave 
their children in the care of others and not travel 
with them) with the intention to reach the United 
States. Interviews by an R4V partner in Costa 
Rica found that Venezuelans who had recently 
departed Venezuela made up a growing majority 
of those in transit trying to reach the United States: 
65% of Venezuelans in transit surveyed in March 
– up from 61% in February and 46% in January 
– reported Venezuela as their last immediate 
country of residence, while the remainder had 
previously resided in countries including Colombia, 
Peru, Ecuador, Panama and Brazil. Reasons 
given for leaving previous host countries in the 
region included the inability to attain economic 
self-sufficiency and xenophobia. According to 
an R4V partner’s survey conducted in March, 
98% of Venezuelans interviewed at the border 
between Costa Rica and Panama indicated the 
United States was their final destination. With the 
new visa requirement for Venezuelans entering 
Mexico greatly limiting the ability of refugees and 
migrants to access safe, secure and regular means 

of transit, it is expected that irregular entries of 
Venezuelans by land through countries in Central 
America and Mexico will increase, and result in 
greater protection threats for Venezuelans using 
irregular routes. 
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https://www.migracion.gob.pa/images/img2022/PDF/IRREGULARES_POR_DARIEN_ABRIL_2022.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-2
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/Report 2_Flowmonitoring_janu2022.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-1
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-2
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-2
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-1
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/Report 2_Flowmonitoring_janu2022.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/costa-rica-panama-monitoreo-de-flujos-de-personas-en-situacion-de-movilidad-por-las-2
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SOUTHERN CONE SUB-REGION

The 12 February introduction of a new Migration 
Law in Chile had ripple effects in neighbouring 
countries of the Southern Cone, particularly in 
Bolivia, as thousands of refugees and migrants 
in transit to Chile were subsequently subject to 
“redirection” or immediate rejection procedures 
at the border. Bolivia did not, however, have a 
procedure in place to accept the re-entry of non-
Bolivian nationals at the border with Chile. According 
to R4V partners’ monitoring, at the end of February 
there were approximately 150 Venezuelans entering 
Bolivia per day at Desaguadero (along its border 
with Peru) en route to Chile, while there were 
approximately 200-300 Venezuelans exiting daily 
from Pisiga (in Bolivia) to enter Chile. Venezuelans 
who were turned back from entering Chile along 
the border with Bolivia (particularly near Colchane/
Pisiga) either re-attempted entry to Chile or in some 
cases returned to Peru (via Desaguadero/Puno). 
Many refugees and migrants in transit along these 
routes were in dire economic circumstances with 
little capacity to meet their basic needs, including 
health needs after traversing difficult weather and 
dangerous terrain. See the R4V Special Situation 
Reports: Bolivia / Chile / Peru for February and 
March for more information on movement trends 
and the R4V response. 

In terms of movements to Paraguay, R4V partners 
reported an increase in irregular movements from 
the Chaco region in Bolivia by the end of March 
(correlated with the difficulties reported entering 
Chile). Meanwhile, official entry figures from the 
General Migration Directorate showed a slight 
decrease in regular Venezuelan arrivals in January 
and February (847) compared to November and 
December (1,038) with an overall balance of 147 
more entries than exits so far in 2022. 

Uruguay showed slight month-by-month increases 
of regular Venezuelan arrivals in January, February 
and March, reaching a total of 7,033 arrivals and 
4,765 exits in this period, for a balance of 2,268 
more entries than exits in the first quarter of 2022, 
according to data from the National Migration 
Directorate.

Finally, in Argentina, R4V partners reported the 
arrival of approximately 100 Venezuelan refugees 
and migrants per month through the land crossing 
at La Quiaca (border with Bolivia) as well as sporadic 
arrivals at Puerto Iguazu (border with Brazil). At 
Puerto Iguazu, at least one family was denied entry 
during the reporting period, despite seeking asylum.
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See response:

https://www.r4v.info/en/document/special-situation-report-bolivia-chile-peru
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/r4v-special-situation-report-bolivia-chile-peru-march-update
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/sitrep-march-2022-southern-cone
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/sitrep-january-february-southern-cone-rmrp-2022
https://rmrp.r4v.info/
https://rmrp.r4v.info/
https://bit.ly/3GZq5rF

