SITUATION REPORT & March 2022

RESPONSE FOR
VENEZUELANS

Coordination Platform for
Refugees and Migrants
from Venezuela

(] REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS \ ® o PEOPLEREACHED a¥

9 IN CHILE IN 2022* EldmgLNDG SITUATION**
481K s 178K REQUIREMENT: USD 59.5M

Situation

The new President of Chile, Gabriel Boric, took office on 11 March and became the youngest president in Chile’s history, at the age of 36.
During his first days in office, the new government announced that they would prioritize the refugee and migration situation in the northern
regions.

In March, social leaders and independent truckers blocked the principal routes in Tarapacd Region to pressure the new Minister of the
Interior to visit Tarapaca and present the government’s proposal on refugees and migration. The host community indicated that almost
40,000 people had settled in the region after arriving irregularly in the last year, which has generated problems in public transportation,
among other public services and infrastructure.

On 14 March, the National Government extended the constitutional state of exception that had been declared previously for the northern
region, to control irregular entries to the territory. On 23 March, the government requested the Chilean Congress to further extend the state
of exception and the presence of the military in the north of the country for another 15 days (until 15 April), in order to carry out border
control operations against the irregular entry of refugees and migrants across the border with Bolivia. The request was approved, and the
government promised this would be the last extension. Meanwhile, the President stated that there would be no widespread "pardon" of
people who entered the country irregularly, and raised the possibility of establishing a quota system for countries in the region receiving
refugees and migrants (mentioning Colombia, Peru and Chile).

On 26 March an elderly Venezuelan woman died in Colchane after entering Chile through an unofficial border point. So far, in 2022, seven
deaths of refugees and migrants were registered at the border point of Colchane, including three Venezuelans. The Mayor of Colchane
expressed their concern and asked for a reopening of the land borders.

In the last week of March, the Mayor of Colchane stated that the maintenance of existing ditches marking the border between Chile and
Bolivia, coupled with the increase in border control due to the constitutional state of exception, had resulted in a decrease in the number of
arrivals of refugees and migrants at the border: from 500-600 refugees and migrants on average entering daily in January, to currently 300.
According to information from the Investigative Police, 3,213 refugees and migrants entered Chile in March through unofficial border points.
This figure is lower than that registered in January (4,207) and February (3,959). In total, 11,379 people have entered Chile irregularly so far
in 2022, out of whom 7,763 are from Venezuela. The National Police Carabineros in Tarapaca region recognized that during March there was
an expulsion process that failed, and refugees and migrants were sent back to the transitory shelter in Iquique instead.

Response

e On 23 March, the R4V National Platform participated in a Arica, Antofagasta and Tarapaca (including at the Colchane
meeting with the Presidential Delegate in Arica Region. On temporary shelter) as well as in the Metropolitan Region.
this occasion, R4V presented the inter-agency work This activity was done in close coordination with the
carried out in the region and expressed their interest in Government.
continuing to work together to strengthen the response e In the Metropolitan Region, R4V partners provided
for refugees and migrants who enter the national territory multiple services for refugees and migrants: for example,
and those who reside in the region. 16 families received multipurpose cash assitance in order

e On 22 March, a similar meeting was held with authorities to satisfy their basic needs.
in Tamarugal Province, Tarapacd Region. e  Regarding protection services, R4V partners provided key

e R4V partners conducted a monitoring activity at the Arica information to all refugees and migrants within the
bus station, in which the health duos (1 doctor + social transitory shelther in Colchane and its surroundings.
worker) participated, and food and hygiene kits were e In March, R4V partners established the first reception
provided as well as information regarding registration center at the transitory shelter in Colchane. In this
processes. In addition, observation guidelines developed center, R4V partners began to provide refugee and

jointly among R4V partners in Chile were applied to
identify the number of refugees and migrants monitored,
their profiles, and protection risks.

e R4V partners continued assisting refugees and migrants
with food and non-food items (such as hygiene kits) in

migrants families with information and first need
assitance..
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https://www.gob.cl/noticias/gabriel-boric-asume-como-nuevo-presidente-de-chile/
https://cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/region-de-tarapaca/cortes-de-ruta-en-diversos-puntos-despertaron-a-la-region-de-tarapaca/2022-03-14/093855.html
https://www.latercera.com/politica/noticia/camara-de-diputados-votara-tercera-extension-del-estado-de-excepcion-en-el-norte-gobierno-afirma-que-sera-la-ultima-solicitud-de-prorroga-para-la-zona/JCNR2SLWXJAVLCIPZBR6DVWY64/
https://www.latercera.com/politica/noticia/camara-de-diputados-votara-tercera-extension-del-estado-de-excepcion-en-el-norte-gobierno-afirma-que-sera-la-ultima-solicitud-de-prorroga-para-la-zona/JCNR2SLWXJAVLCIPZBR6DVWY64/
https://cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/presidente-boric/migracion-presidente-boric-descarto-perdonazo-y-pidio-a-paises-de-la/2022-03-14/084042.html
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/region-de-tarapaca/2022/03/27/bebe-de-seis-meses-muere-tras-cruzar-con-su-familia-a-chile-por-pisiga-choque.shtml
https://www.elmostrador.cl/noticias/pais/2022/04/01/alcalde-de-colchane-critica-el-estado-de-excepcion-en-el-norte-no-ha-contribuido-a-la-seguridad-de-los-vecinos-y-menos-a-la-tranquilidad/
https://www.biobiochile.cl/biobiotv/programas/expreso-bio-bio/2022/03/07/alcalde-de-colchane-por-zanja-en-el-norte-ha-sido-un-desincentivo-a-muchos-migrantes.shtml
https://www.t13.cl/videos/nacional/video-colchane-mas-3-mil-extranjeros-ingresaron-forma-irregular-marzo
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For more information, please contact: Carolina Fuentes fuentesa@unhcr.org | Arlette Guerrero arguerrero@iom.int
* Accumulated figures up to 31/03/2022 | **Source: FTS Website.
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