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Situation 
• Throughout the Caribbean Sub-region, refugees and migrants con�nued reques�ng food, educa�on, health, shelter, legal and 

language/interpreta�on support from R4V partners. In Aruba, the COVID-19 situa�on stabilized. Partners noted increased 
deten�on rates  and received mul�ple calls for legal assistance of Venezuelans in an irregular situa�on as the authori�es ramped 
up patrols. Two boats carrying Venezuelans were reportedly intercepted, with passengers being denied entry. A return flight to 
Venezuela took place on 31 October. Separately, challenges were iden�fied for refugee and migrant children with special needs 
to access educa�on. R4V partners liaised with the authori�es regarding implementa�on of referral pathways for refugees and 
migrants living with HIV who experience difficul�es in accessing treatment.  

• The applica�on period for the "Responsible Integra�on programme" in Curaçao was extended to the end of December, for 
Venezuelans who arrived before March 2020 and overstayed their ini�al visas. Meanwhile, a flight transpor�ng both deportees 
and voluntary returnees also departed for Venezuela on 30 October.  

• The President of the Dominican Republic (DR), along with other La�n American leaders, agreed to coordinate with the USA  to 
establish concrete measures in stemming the flow of thousands of refugees and migrants crossing the Darien Gap. Separately, 
of the 43,000 Venezuelans that registered in the normaliza�on plan,  which targets over 100,000 Venezuelans, at least 4,465 
persons have already received visas in its second phase. Its third and final phase was enabled on 4 October with the publica�on 
of the requirements for temporary worker and student permits, which will facilitate access to banking, social security and 
educa�on. Partners noted economic barriers to regulariza�on as many refugees and migrants lack the means to cover the USD 
200 processing fees.  

• The 3rd October marked the 122nd  anniversary of the establishment of the boundary between Venezuela and Guyana. An R4V 
partner’s report on Labour Migra�on and Guyana’s Emerging Economy stated that refugees and migrants have “the poten�al to 
assist in driving the economy as they can be an important source of labour for the formal labour market”. Former President, 
Re�red Brigadier Arthur David Granger cau�oned about the influx of Venezuelans into Region 1 and the likely challenges it will 
bring for Guyana. Partners, meanwhile, con�nued to liaise with various government ministries to solve challenges on 
implementa�on and coordina�on of R4V ac�vi�es.  

• Food price infla�on increased by 50% in Trinidad & Tobago (T&T) and local economists cau�oned to brace for more hardship as 
the cost of living con�nues to rise. A total of 13,800 Venezuelans were noted by the government of Trinidad and Tobago to have 
re-registered by 4 October, in an exercise meant to ensure “the legal registra�on and protec�on of registered Venezuelans”. The 
government signalled inten�ons to strengthen na�onal security apparatus including upgrades to coastal surveillance/border 
security to “combat the influx of immigrants”, and upgrade the heliport facility, one of the loca�ons from which many 
deporta�ons occur. Moreover, the T&T Coast Guard reported on 3 October that it was assis�ng its Venezuelan counterparts in a 
search and rescue mission a�er reports of a boat allegedly depar�ng T&T for Delta Amacuro, Venezuela, did not arrive. In their 
statement, the T&T Coast Guard noted that the boat, with about 25 passengers on board, had allegedly sunk in Venezuelan 
waters: there was one survivor and four bodies recovered, with 20 s�ll unaccounted for. Furthermore, A 26-year-old Venezuelan 
woman has been arrested in connec�on with trafficking for sexual exploita�on to Trinidad and Tobago, highligh�ng the prevalent 
issue of trafficking of Venezuelans into the country.    

  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fdurante-control-polis-a-detene-chauffeur-indocumenta-na-tanki-leendert%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198622510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ISq7NVexyULRBkrnivGAnBR5rVoJAGFCmfE6xb6HJGE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fa-bombardia-polis-cu-klapchi-durante-control%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198592527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mPTJsJWJvcYZA7OfCQFUV%2FLdJPTymJy6X3sBkLtMx7k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fa-gara-ilegal-accion-a-sigui-marduga-den-sero-colorado%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198612519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DVOvhcpUZMevjH3%2F37d4Y5W%2BY2z1zKpmvoLSp5k0KpA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fcontrol-di-polis-a-sigui-diadomingo-atardi%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198622510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FuI36SB7bEO4R5Cw46x46oFk1MY0fiFMeTHmKOAktc4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fpolis-cu-control-pisa-riba-caya%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198592527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2dwfs1vKkCxFryzR8sc68VyiMvL9S%2FxfMzMjYSxXV9Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fa-gara-ilegal-accion-a-sigui-marduga-den-sero-colorado%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198612519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DVOvhcpUZMevjH3%2F37d4Y5W%2BY2z1zKpmvoLSp5k0KpA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F24ora.com%2Fpolis-maritimo-a-core-cu-cinco-boto-palambrero-piscando-den-nos-awa-teritorial%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C651c57c33a784a39ca6208d9a39688c7%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637720689198602524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IygOxFkfW%2Bg9PojSBztjM6xbYE5p7d3ji%2B%2FgbG6kmSQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.migrationportal.org/insight/regularization-initiatives-venezuelan-migrants-dominican-republic-curacao-step-towards-inclusion/
https://www.migrationportal.org/resource/government-regulation-declaration-2021-008182-responsible-integration/
https://news.yahoo.com/panama-costa-rica-dominican-republic-031949573.html
https://news.yahoo.com/panama-costa-rica-dominican-republic-031949573.html
http://dominicanrepublic.iom.int/venezolanos2021
http://dominicanrepublic.iom.int/venezolanos2021
https://pnv.migracion.gob.do/Home/Services
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dr-ragunauth-ramsaroop-56266247_today-marks-122-years-since-the-boundary-activity-6850458076278009856-yCm5
https://programamesocaribe.iom.int/sites/default/files/planning_for_prosperity._labour_migration_and_guyanas_emerging_economy.nl_.pdf
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2021/10/08/news/guyana/granger-warns-of-challenges-0f-venezuelan-migration-pncr/
https://www.cnc3.co.tt/cbtt-food-inflation-percentage-rises-by-more-than-50-per-cent/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnc3.co.tt%2Fbrace-for-more-hardship-as-cost-of-living-rises%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csmaharajland%40iom.int%7C3835406130b748ad584c08d987b4b314%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637690033345488784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Rfh7kSzWOehpQWcxRKMlJVHEsw1s9C44o5hisbBC%2F1U%3D&reserved=0
https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/tax-give-and-take/article_8716559c-2580-11ec-9e4c-77594e63ae57.html
https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/tax-give-and-take/article_8716559c-2580-11ec-9e4c-77594e63ae57.html
https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/tax-give-and-take/article_8716559c-2580-11ec-9e4c-77594e63ae57.html
https://newsday.co.tt/2021/10/04/national-security-gets-437m-more-than-last-year/
https://www.cnc3.co.tt/national-security-allocated-5-6-billion/
https://www.cnc3.co.tt/national-security-allocated-5-6-billion/
https://www.facebook.com/ttcgservicebeforeself/photos/a.1348847425169110/4432045996849222/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ttcgservicebeforeself/photos/a.1348847425169110/4432045996849222/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ttcgservicebeforeself/photos/a.1348847425169110/4432045996849222/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ttcgservicebeforeself/photos/a.1348847425169110/4432045996849222/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ttcgservicebeforeself/photos/a.1348847425169110/4432045996849222/?type=3&theater
https://newsday.co.tt/2021/10/29/venezuelan-held-for-trafficking-people-to-trinidad-and-tobago/ork.
https://newsday.co.tt/2021/10/29/venezuelan-held-for-trafficking-people-to-trinidad-and-tobago/ork.
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Response 
 
The Government of Guyana continued to 
receive support from USAID in 
collaboration with R4V partners for the 
COVID-19 response, to cover costs of 
inoculation campaigns and outreach 
activities to reduce vaccine hesitancy. R4V 
partners in Aruba, with various service 
providers, assisted R&Ms with primary 
health care, carried out an HIV awareness 
workshop, and supported adolescents 
(ages 10 to 16) with mental health and 
psychosocial support (MHPSS) through art 
therapy workshops. Refugees and migrants 
in Curaçao accessed dental treatments and 
in the DR, primary health care including for 
COVID-19. Venezuelans in T&T received 
MHPSS via remote counselling, and sexual 
and reproductive health (SRH) and 
paediatric care services via telehealth and 
in-person visits. 

 
In Aruba, food vouchers/gift cards were 
distributed by partners to refugees and 

migrants who par�cipated in art therapy 
workshops, and other vulnerable 

Venezuelans. Further, school 
breakfasts/lunches were provided to 
refugee and migrant children in need, 
atending schools.  Government Food 

voucher distributions commenced in Aruba 
during October, emergency food 

assistance via the Supermarket WiPay 
system was provided to refugees and 

migrants in T&T by another partner but 
decreased by 88% in October compared to 
September largely due to limited funding. 

In Guyana, refugees and migrants in 
regions 4 and 9 received cash vouchers to 

buy food items while food kits were 
provided in region 3.  

A Curaçao partner donated laptops 
and Smart TVs to support computer 
classrooms of two schools that cater 

to Venezuelan refugee and migrant 
children.  In Lethem Region-9 in 

Guyana, Venezuelan children accessed 
ESL classes and homework tutorials. 

Student numbers for ESL class 
attendance increased in October 

when compared to previous months. 
An Aruban R4V partner provided 

language courses through the Social 
Center to R&Ms to aid them with 

integra�ng into the host community. 
In Trinidad and Tobago, partners 

completed a par�cipatory assessment 
that will guide strategic shi�s in the 

educa�on sector’s response.  

 
 
 

R4V partners in T&T, in collabora�on with 
the interna�onal community, launched a 
Humanitarian Breakfast Series to create a 
discussion forum amongst local and 
interna�onal actors on the response for 
Venezuelans. Addi�onally, through videos 
and graphic pieces, the 
#GraciasDominicana Campaign gave 
visibility to the peaceful coexistence 
between Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants and the host community, 
celebra�ng their integra�on into the DR 
society. R4V partners in T&T also donated a 
subscrip�on to an online transla�on 
service to the T&T Police Service for use on 
their repor�ng app, allowing non-English 
speakers to file complaints (and receive 
receipts of those reports) in their preferred 
language. 

 
 

 

  

In Curaçao and Aruba, refugees and 
migrants accessed the R4V Protec�on 

Hotline for counselling and 
informa�on on legal inquiries. R&Ms, 

including vic�ms of trafficking (VoTs) in 
Guyana, DR, and T&T, received legal 
assistance from partners, and were 

supported with cash assistance in 
Aruba and Guyana to mi�gate 

protec�on risks, and in Guyana and 
T&T, to gender-based violence (GBV) 
survivors and Venezuelans unable to 

meet dire needs. Meanwhile, in 
Guyana, Spanish/indigenous language 

speaking foster families received 
training in child protec�on while 

awareness sessions on child 
protection, GBV and SRH were 
provided to rural communities, 

including refugees and migrants. 

EDUCATION 
HEALTH 

Representa�ve for UNHCR Mul�-
Country Office in Panama, Ms. Philippa 
Candler’s visit to Aruba, 2021 ©UNHCR 

FOOD SECURITY 

PROTECTION INTEGRATION 

https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2021/10/26/guyana-among-caricom-countries-to-get-covid-19-aid-from-the-us/
https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2021/10/26/guyana-among-caricom-countries-to-get-covid-19-aid-from-the-us/
https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2021/10/26/guyana-among-caricom-countries-to-get-covid-19-aid-from-the-us/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfV68P3FBEkb3iABSVLYyDWqjxJQfHZtE
https://graciasdominicana.com/


   

* Based on current month ac�vi�es  | ** As of 31/10/2021; Sources: COVID Live Update Worldometer (worldometers.info) and Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Vaccina�ons (Our World in Data) 
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People Reached* 

 
SECTOR  ARUBA CURAÇAO 

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC GUYANA 

TRINIDAD  
& TOBAGO TOTAL 

 EDUCATION 
   

  0 

 FOOD SECURITY 295 
 

10 346 130 781 

 HEALTH 57 515   185 757 

 INTEGRATION  
 

  168 168 

 CVA 11 13  73 18 115 

 PROTECTION 90 39 21 105 515 770 

 SHELTER 
 

59  66 28 153 

 WASH      0 

Covid-19 Situation** 

Operational Overview* 

 ARUBA CURAÇAO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC GUYANA TRINIDAD  
& TOBAGO 

PARTNERS 
HIAS, IOM, 

UNHCR 

IOM, UNHCR, 
Unidat di Bario, 

Salut Pa Tur 

UNHCR, HIAS, Dominican 
Institute for Integrated 

Development, Venezuelan 
Emigrant Foundation 

HIAS, IOM, UNHCR, 
Ministry of Education, 

Ministry of Social 
Protection, UNICEF 

FPATT, IOM, Living 
Water Community, 
Rape Crisis Society,  

UNHCR, UNICEF, 
Panamerican 
Development 
Foundation 

SECTORS 
                          

       

     

     
          

      

      

            

        
  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Francesca Tabellini, Caribbean Sub-Regional Coordina�on Officer, IOM, �abellini@iom.int  
Heidi Hunter, Informa�on Management Officer/Interim R4V Coordinator, UNHCR, hunter@unhcr.org  
R4V - RESPONSE FOR VENEZUELA:  HTTPS://R4V.INFO/EN/CARIBBEAN 
FINANCIAL TRACKING SYSTEM: HTTPS://FTS.UNOCHA.ORG/APPEALS/1021/SUMMARY 

COUNTRY ARUBA CURAÇAO DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC GUYANA TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 

CASES IN RELATION TO PREVIOUS MONTH +2.74% +3.54% +6.30% +11.69% +13.05% 
DEATHS IN RELATION TO PREVIOUS 
MONTH 

+3.01% +6.75% +2.08% +16.16% +14.44% 

INDIVIDUALS FULLY VACCINATED IN 
RELATION TO TOTAL POPULATION 

71.60% 56.04% 48.61% 30.52% 42.88% 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
mailto:ftabellini@iom.int
mailto:hunter@unhcr.org
https://r4v.info/en/caribbean
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1021/summary

