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In Necoclí municipality, the official transportation companies announced that they would not sell boat tickets on Saturday and Sunday (23 a 24 July). This 

means that the ‘bottleneck’ or refugees and migrants in the area is imminent. The daily average of departures has increase in the recent days: between 18 

and 21 July 18,≈780 people are reported leaving through the dock; considering that these would correspond to approximately half of the movements, 

potentially between 1,500 and 1,600 people per day could be in a ‘bottleneck’ there and in other localities of Urabá and even other areas of the country. 

Even though messages have been delivered to refugees and migrants regarding the conditions in Panama, people have decided to continue their route north.

CONTEXT

SITUATIONALERTN°2

Humanitarian partners in Panama indicate that mixed movements continue to arrive via Darién: despite the opening of a humanitarian corridor, where 

between 15 and 20 July  >6.900 people have been evacuated by bus from two Migration Reception Stations (ERM) and an indigenous host community to 

the northern border, as of July 22 ≈1.400 people remained detained at these three points of attention and at two more points near the Pan-American 

Highway (Zapallal and Alto Playon). 
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RISK OF ‘BOTTLENECK’ OF REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS IN TRANSIT IN 
NECOCLÍ (ANTIOQUIA)
As of 22 July 2022

In Panamá, protests related to price increases, unemployment and corruption continue. Road blockages, including the Pan-American Highway 

persist, and the resulting shortages of supplies of goods and fuel are getting worse, particularly in the Darien region in the south of the country, in 

addition to intermittencies in public services (water, energy, gas).

daily refugees and migrants at risk of a ‘bottleneck’ 

in Necoclí municipality, besides of ≈120 to 150

currently staying overnight at the beach

refugees and migrants in a ‘bottleneck’ 

at Migratory Reception Stations in 

Panama

KEY FIGURES ≈1.500

to 1.600 ≈1.400

For further information on this situation, please write to Juan José Ramón (ramontel@unhcr.org) and Laura Zambrano (zambranl@unhcr.org).

PANAMA

The situation of overcrowding is of concern, especially in the Canaán Membrillo host community, with a capacity of 100 people,and current presence of 

3,300 (with difficult shelter conditions, food, water and medicine supply). Due to this situation, refugees and migrants have chosen to walk north along the 

Pan-American Highway, despite the risks and delays this implies.
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For further information on this situation, please write to Juan José Ramón (ramontel@unhcr.org) and Laura Zambrano (zambranl@unhcr.org).

o The local GIFMMs in Antioquia, Urabá, Nariño and Valle del Cauca are working together on i) joint analysis of intersectoral capacities particularly 

considering capacities and monitoring of transit in temporary shelters, and ii) design of a communications strategy via social networks, giving 

continuity to the messages on the context in Panama and the risks on route delivered through partners during the week. In addition, the GIFMM of 

the border will monitor the movements of refugees and migrants entering the country and heading to Panama. 

o The GIFMM Urabá coordination team is at the field, assessing the situation in the Necoclí beach and the current demand for services at partner 

attention points, which remain normal at the cutoff date of this report. This, as part of the constant monitoring and updating of the humanitarian 

response and sectoral gaps, understanding that, given the new developments in the context, local institutional and humanitarian capacities to 

activate the Contingency Plan will require complements and support from the national level. 

o In the meantime, dialogue between local partners in the Colombian and Panamanian Darien continues, as well as information sharing and analysis 

between the national GIFMM in Colombia and the regional platform R4V in Panamá, particularly regarding the Protection of the environment.

Local GIFMM Urabá partners continue monitoring the situation in order to complement the institutional response to this imminent ‘bottleneck’, as 

required by local authorities, in context of the Migration Management Table, led by the Government Secretariat of Necoclí. 

o As a result of social protests due to the lack of water supply in Necoclí, caused by structural deficiencies, there are roadblocks on the way 

between this municipality and Turbo. If the roadblocks continue, the access of people in transit to the municipality could be restricted; 

additionally, the deterioration of the public order in the area, even though it responds to dynamics different from those of the 

movements, has caused a greater security risk for them. Consequently, at the territorial level, a possible ‘bottleneck’ at other smaller 

localities such as the municipality of Acandí and the township of Capurganá would mean challenges in the response since access there is only 

possible is by sea. 

o Regarding shelter, an increase in the number of people staying on the beach in Necoclí has been identified, with around 120 to 150 people;

mostly Venezuelan nationals, who remain there as floating population that spend overnight in tents while gathering resources along the route. 

Large groups (from ≈25 to 40 people), who have previously organized themselves through social networks to travel together as self-protection 

measure, are also observed.

o In addition to the lack of livelihoods, which affects people’s ability to travel from Necoclí to the north, variations in ticket prices according to 

supply and demand (and even speculation) are reported in the area. This is also linked to the supply of available shelter, considering the tourist 

attraction character to the nature of the municipality. This can sometimes make it difficult for people to plan their departure in terms of price and 

time, particularly for those who lack enough resources to pay. 
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