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SITUATION

The Dominican Republic (DR) is host to the largest population of Venezuelan refugees and migrants in the
Caribbean sub-region, of whom an estimated 87% were in an irregular situation at the end of 2020, per Gov-
ernment estimates. To address this, in January 2021 the Government adopted a Normalization Plan (Resolution
00119-2021) for Venezuelans in the country, to allow alternative legal stay for those who entered the country
regularly between January 2014 and March 2020 and who could meet specified criteria. By the end of 2021, an
estimated 43,000 Venezuelans had accessed the first phase of registration and 8,000 had received visas toward
finalization of a 1-year non-resident permit. In 2022, R4V partners will continue to support regularization path-
ways adopted for this population to ensure access to rights and public services in the country.

Public services which are available regardless of nationality or legal status include basic education, emergency,
and primary medical treatment (including COVID-19 testing and vaccination) and protection services against
GBV, child abuse, trafficking, and protection of labour rights. Relationships with the host community are
described as good by over 80 per cent of Venezuelans surveyed. Cultural, linguistic, and historical similarities
prevent xenophobia to a considerable extent.
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Nevertheless, refugees and migrants from Venezuela report difficulties in accessing some rights and services
due to administrative barriers, particularly those in an irregular situation. This poses acute challenges for Vene-
zuelans and leads to negative coping mechanisms, especially affecting women and LGBTQI+ persons. Access to
safe accommodation and legal assistance, especially to prevent evictions, are key concerns, as well as assis-
tance for victims of trafficking, persons affected by smuggling and other risks. Additionally, limited Venezuelan
consular services prevent undocumented children from confirming Venezuelan nationality, leading to risks of
statelessness.
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Figures for refugees and migrants in-transit to other countries are not included in the totals as they can be - by definition- recipients of services in more than
one country. However, the total budget and sector specific requirements include activities targeting this population group, including as refugees and migrants
in-transit will have specific needs to be addressed.

**  This includes Support Spaces

**%x This includes AAP, Communication, Coordination, CwC/ C4D, Fundraising, Information Management, PSEA and Reporting.



