Situation	Comment by SVENSSON Maja Linnea Sofia: You are probably aware of it, but the header and footer still lacks info on ppl reached and funding. Just reminder ☺️	Comment by Jose Manuel Caceres: Noted, but still theres nothing reported on FTS	Comment by SVENSSON Maja Linnea Sofia: Changed the hyperlinks to shorter texts in report, to make it easier to read. No information taken out, same included, just looks a bit messy when seeing document in tracked changes.
At the end of March, the government of Argentina announced that entry requirements to the country would be normalized to pre-pandemic conditions. Border crossings will be reopened and a sworn statement will be required from residents and non-residents and COVID-19 insurance for international tourists. The new measures would imply the elimination of the requirements for negative PCR tests and a certificate of vaccination against COVID-19 for entry into Argentina. In Bolivia, a decrease in COVID-19 infections was reported at the end of March, and there was a 10-fold reduction in the fatality rate compared to the first wave. Despite the improvement in indicators, the government continued to encourage the population to maintain biosecurity measures and to get vaccinated. In Paraguay, it was announced that the decree that established restrictions to contain the spread of the virus would not be extended in the face of a decline in the numbers of infections and deaths. However, the requirements to wear a mask in closed places and to present a vaccination card to enter the country remained in place. As of 23 March, 80 percent of the population in Uruguay had received at least two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. A decree was issued that allows entry into the country with a rapid antigen test and removed the obligation of a PCR test. The Ministry of Public Health (MSP) analyzed data on the pandemic that marked a downward trend and contemplated the possibility of decreeing the end of the pandemic. 
On 14 March, the Chilean Government signed a decree to extend the State of Exception in the northern part of the country, highlighting that “the conditions that justified it in the first place are still in force” in order to respond to the current refugee and migration situation. The military and police continue to be deployed to the border to prevent the entry of refugees and migrants through irregular border crossings. According to R4V partners, despite the extension of the State of Exception in Chile, the military deployment, adverse weather conditions and an increase in trafficking networks and protection incidents in that area, refugees and migrants continue to try to reach Chile by crossing irregularly from Peru to Bolivia and from Bolivia to Chile. Situations have been identified in which human traffickers leave refugees and migrants abandoned in the middle of the Chilean-Bolivian altiplano. R4V partners in Pisiga indicated that almost 300 people passed daily from Pisiga (Bolivia) to Colchane (Chile) during March, including an estimated 32 percent children and infants and 4 percent older adults, and that comparted to previous arrivals, these groups were identified to be in extremely vulnerable situations.	Comment by SVENSSON Maja Linnea Sofia: This hyperlink currently leads to a personal sharepoint of an IOM staff. Is there any alternative link you could provide? (unsure if people outside of IOM will have access to the sharepoint)	Comment by Jose Manuel Caceres: Yo puedo verlo, pero se lo pase a alguien externo y no puede verlo efectivamente
In recent weeks there has been a slight increase in flows from the Bolivian Chaco to Paraguay. The Paraguayan authorities reported the disappearence of a Venezuelan national who attempted to enter from Bolivia to Infante Rivarola and noted the arrival of family groups in precarious economic conditions and with children and infants who do not have a complete vaccination schedule. 	Comment by SVENSSON Maja Linnea Sofia: The linked article only speaks of the missing young man. Is the other statement also coming from the Paraguayan authorities?
[image: ][bookmark: _Hlk43119289]ARGENTINA: APdeBA, CAREF, FCCAM, IOM, Jesuit Migrant Service, MIRARES, Red Cross Argentina, UNHCR. BOLIVIA: Caritas Bolivia, Caritas Cochabamba, Caritas Switzerland, IIICAB, IOM, Munasim Kullakita Foundation, Scalabrini Foundation, UNHCR, UNICEF, World Vision. PARAGUAY: Semillas para la Democracia, IOM.  URUGUAY: ADRA, Idas y Vueltas, IOM, UNHCR, UNICEF.
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REQUIREMENT: 46.7 MILLION
TBC
   MARCH 2022
funding situation
6,559	
people reached with some form of assistance 
Refugees and migrants in the subregion
239,000
Southern Cone


higlights***	


For more information, please contact: José Manuel Cáceres – caceres@unhcr.org| Martina Gómez – margomez@iom.int    
*From 01/03/2022 until 31/03/2022 | **Source: FTS Website |***The list of partners per country include those who reported actions during the timeframe of this report and does not necessarily reflect all the partners that conform the National Platforms.

In Argentina, R4V partners carried out financial inclusion activities including workshops on opening bank accounts and social security benefits, in addition to providing support to access banking systems. Emergency assistance activities also continued , particularly in humanitarian transportation, food security and protection, including psychosocial support.  	Comment by Jessica Eby: Did these workshops discuss the security situation in the country, or how to access social security / social protection benefits and systems? Edited assuming the latter. 	Comment by Jessica Eby: Is the “emergency sector” the name for a group of sectors in Argentina? Recommend using regional terminology to avoid confusion for those reading this outside of Argentina. 
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In Bolivia, R4V partners provided hygiene kits, shelter kits, medicine kits, food baskets and shelter support for vulnerable Venezuelan families. Partners also provided information on migratory regularization procedures support to access documentation. Refugees and migrants also received access to 
 communications equipment, in facilities with telephones and internet services.
In Paraguay, capacity-building activities were held for key actors working with survivors of gender-based violence (GBV). R4V partners organized migratory regularization days (where different documents could be processed) and community service days (where public institutions provided the population with access to social services).	Comment by Jessica Eby: If the trainings were for government officials, on other occasions, we’ve been encouraged to use “capacity-building” to describe those; while if they were for NGOs or other partners, can be referred to as “trainings” 
R4V partners in Uruguay held informative workshops to assist refugees and migrants from Venezuela and capacity-building sessions for government officials on the integration of children and adolescents into education systems and social protection programmes. Audiovisual products were developed to make visible the support provided to refugee and migrant entrepreneurs. Partners also supported family reunifications in situations of vulnerability.	Comment by Jessica Eby: Integration into a particular service or programme? For example, “…integration of children and adolescents into education systems and social protection programmes.” 	Comment by Jessica Eby: Any link to share to these products?	Comment by SVENSSON Maja Linnea Sofia: Suggest to say instead something like: were conducted or organized	Comment by Jessica Eby: Proposed possible edit to adjust. 
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