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REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS
IN THE SUBREGION

235,000

28%

18,540

FUNDED: 11.7 MILLION
REQUIREMENT: 41.7 MILLION

Situation
• In Argentina measures against COVID-19 were relaxed, and population of neighboring countries can enter an exit Argentina as of 1
October. The complete reopening of borders is established as of 1 November 2021 through authorized safe corridors. Thanks to the
fact that 50 percent of the population was completely vaccinated and the continuous decrease in cases in the country, as of 19
October, the quota in the number of passengers entering the country by air was eliminated, as well as the requisite for antigen test
upon arrival of all those who have the complete vaccination and a negative PCR test. Within the framework of the Special Regime
for the Migratory Regularization of Venezuelan Children, migration authorities (DNM) reported that 3,160 cases were registered and
benefited from the initial exemption of identity documentation or proof of family ties, and that they will have a period of two years
to present it. In Bolivia, Supreme Decree No. 4576 of 25 August 2021, continued to be in force, exceptionally authorizing migratory
regularization for foreign nationals in an irregular situation, including Venezuelans citizens. In spite of this, partners reported an
increase in migratory controls by the authorities in different areas of Bolivia, specifically in accommodations used by Venezuelans,
as Supreme Decree 4574/2021 introduced greater reporting obligations on the activities of tourism, transport and hotels, and hotel
owners are now reluctant to host refugees and migrants due to possible sanctions. In some cities, they are being sheltered in private
houses, generating greater concern about the protection risks that may arise in this context, as well as the further invisibility of the
situation and the need to resort to every time more precarious accommodation. By the end of the month Bolivia had only 33 per
cent of its population fully vaccinated; in spite of this panorma, Minister of Health announced that the third dose would begin to be
applied to people over 18 years old as of 19 October. On 15 October, after discussions between MFAs, the resolution of the opening
in the next few days of three border crossings was announced: Formosa, Misiones and Corrientes between Paraguay and Argentina.
By the end of the month Paraguay had only 33 per cent of its population fully vaccinated. In Uruguay, partners are preparing for the
imminent opening of borders on November 1, it would be a partial opening of borders since Decree 357/021 of October 27 authorizes
the entry into the country of foreigners duly immunized (vaccinated with one or two doses as appropriate + PCR negative). For those
who are not vaccinated, the exceptions of Decree 104/020 for entering the territory, literal g and h, remain in force: manifestly wellfounded cases of international protection, family reunification and humanitarian situations.
• The situation in Argentina’s northwest border with Bolivia has continued to show a steady flow of refugees and migrants from
Venezuela arriving to the city of La Quiaca (Jujuy), where partners registered the arrival of 154 refugees and migrants (139 in August),
while entries in Puerto Iguazu (border with Brazil and Paraguay) doubled (29) comparing with the previous month (12 entries). The
impossibility to initiate either migratory regularization or seek asylum in La Quiaca persist. In Bolivia, patners report exits towards
Chile of more than 3,000 refugees and migrants from Venezuela via Pisiga, regularly assisted by smuglers present in the area. Some
five deaths of refugees and migrants during the month were reported in the border area with Chile.
Response
Highlights***
•

•

ARGENTINA: APdeBA, Asociación de Psicólogos Venezolanos, Ashoka, AMIA, Banco Ciudad, CAREF, FCCAM, INICIA, IOM,
Jesuit Migrant Service, MIRARES, Noblez Obliga, Red Cross Argentina, UNHCR. BOLIVIA: Caritas Bolivia, Caritas
Cochabamba, Caritas Switzerland, IOM, Munasim Kullakita Foundation, Scalabrini Foundation, UNICEF, UNHCR, World
Vision. PARAGUAY: IOM, Semillas para la Democracia, UNHCR. URUGUAY: Idas y Vueltas, IOM, UNHCR.

In Argentina, partners gave social and legal guidance on
access to asylum, migratory regularizations and
documentation, access to rights, and psychological
assistance. Refugees and migrants were also given
accommodation, food, hygiene kits and humanitarian
transport. In terms of integration, partners gave seed capital
to entrepreneurs and training in home care, customer
service, and employment skills.
In Paraguay, partners provided assistance with long-term
lodging, hygiene kits, dengue products, food vouchers, coats,

Food Security
PEOPLE REACHED*

1,970

•

•

medical consultations and medicines and psycosocial
assistance.
R4V Partners in Uruguay gave psychosocial support,
provided care and advice in the process of regularization and
asylum, job placement, schooling, and access to the health
system.
In Bolivia, some fifty Venezuelan girls and boys will be able
to exercise their right to education and thus will enter the
primary school level that corresponds to them in 2022
thanks to an academic leveling programm put in place by
partners.
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For more information, please contact: José Manuel Cáceres – caceres@unhcr.org| Martina Gómez – margomez@iom.int
*From 01/10/2021 until 31/10/2021 | **Source: FTS Website |***The list of partners per country include those who reported actions during the timeframe of this report
and does not necessarily reflect all the partners that conform the National Platforms.

