
APPEALING PARTNERS: IOM | PAHO | PAHO/FPATT | UNFPA | UNHCR | UNICEF

Strategic Response Priorities 
Advocate with authorities to continue the registration process and the provision of documentation to 
refugees and migrants from Venezuela.

Strengthen systems to identify vulnerable individuals, persons with specific needs and children in need of 
protection, including those not registered with the government.

Support and build upon existing community-based protection mechanisms/interventions.

Foster social cohesion and local integration opportunities through a community-based approach. This 
includes the promotion of employment opportunities and development of bilingual programs and 
campaigns to combat xenophobia and discrimination. 

Strengthen protection capacities to ensure that refugees and migrants have access to legal remedies.

Provide emergency assistance and improve access to essential services, including food and non-food 
items, shelter and health care. 

Expand, promote and strengthen education programs for refugee and migrant children and youth.
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Situation
The worsening socio-economic, political, human rights and humanitarian 
conditions in Venezuela have led to the outflow of over 24,000 refugees 
and migrants from Venezuela to Trinidad and Tobago. The impact of 
the arrival of increasing numbers of Venezuelans seeking safety and 
international protection in Trinidad and Tobago has been considerable, 
taking into account the limited size and absorption capacity of the country.
In June 2019, the Government conducted a two-week registration exercise 
that allowed Venezuelan nationals the opportunity to apply for regular 
status, including those who entered irregularly or overstayed. Those 
registered were granted permission to work for six months, which has been 
automatically extended by the Government for another six months. 16,523 
Venezuelans over the age of 16 were successfully registered during this 
exercise, along with 2,421 children. 
Since the end of the government-led regularization process and the 
introduction of a visa requirement for Venezuelans in June 2019,  Trinidad 

and Tobago has witnessed  an increase in the number of irregular arrivals 
from Venezuela. Venezuelans who attempt to enter the country irregularly 
are exposed to significant protection risks, including human trafficking and 
smuggling as well as detention and deportation. 
Despite efforts to promote social cohesion, the socio-economic integration 
of Venezuelans in Trinidad and Tobago is faced with obstacles such as 
language barriers and the lack of recognition of professional certificates 
and diplomas from Venezuela. Further, access to specialized health care is 
limited and Venezuelan children and youth face administrative barriers in 
accessing the local education system. Labor and sexual exploitation, stigma 
and xenophobia are also among the main obstacles preventing integration. 
To address some of these challenges, partners will prioritize activities that 
promote social cohesion through interventions targeting both Venezuelans 
and host communities in 2020.

Educa�on

Food Security

Health

Integra�on

Nutri�on

Protec�on**

Shelter/NFI

Mul�purpose CBI

Support Services***

3.4 K

6.9 K

14 K

34.5 K

12 K

6.9 K

6.9 K

  

1.6 K

336

13K

11 K

200

6.3 K

1 K

749 K

80 K

 1.6 M

3 M

50 K

5.9 M

506 K

1.9 M

469 K

 

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

2

1

5

3

1

4

1

1

2

PEOPLE IN NEED* PEOPLE TARGETED* REQUIREMENTS - USD PARTNERSSECTOR

*The figure of People in Need and People Targeted includes host communi�es |**Includes GBV, Child Protec�on, Human Trafficking & Smuggling |***Coordina�on and Informa�on Management
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The total budget includes activities targeting refugees and migrants from Venezuela in-transit to other countries. In order to avoid duplications, and unless otherwise stated, this 
population group is not included in the key population projections, PiN and target population figures.
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